
 

 

 
 

NEW JERSEY FFA ASSOCIATION  

“Your Story. Your Legacy.” 

 

TO: State Executive Board Members, NJ FFA Chapter Advisors, Officers and Members 

 

FROM:  Jamie Specca, State FFA President  

  Kristianne M. Dowd, State FFA Specialist 

  Erin E. Noble, State FFA Advisor 

 

RE:  State FFA Executive Board Meeting 

  Monday, February 3, 2020 – 4:00 p.m.  

  1st Floor NJDA Auditorium, Trenton, NJ 

 

All State Executive Board Members must attend this meeting. If these individuals cannot attend, 

they should call Ms. Dowd at (609) 984-4380, and give the reason to receive an excused 

absence. Mr. Dale Cruzan will fill the teacher representative on the Executive Board and will 

have voting power at each meeting in 2019-2020. 

  

AGENDA FOR THE MARCH STATE MEETING 

I. Opening Ceremonies 
 

II. Minutes from the February State Meeting 
 

III. Treasurer’s Report  
 

IV. Guest Introductions and Attendance 
 

V. Committee Assignments 
A. Constitution, Bylaws & Program of Activities – Jamie Specca 
B. Membership & Chapter Relations – Owen Donnelly 
C. State Leadership Activities – Kailyn Emmett 
D. State Applications – Nicole Sickler 

E. Career and Leadership Development Evaluation and Review – Talia Priore 
F. Horticultural Exposition Evaluation and Review – Jamie Specca 
G. State Convention Evaluation – Ryan Jordan 

 
VI. Parliamentary Procedure Report – Ryan Jordan 

 
VII. Foundation Report – Jamie Specca 

New Jersey Department of Agriculture 

Office of Food, Agriculture &  

Natural Resources Education 
369 South Warren Street 

P.O. Box 330 

Trenton, NJ 08625 

1-877-AgEdFFA (243-3332) 

609-633-2421 (fax) 

jerseyageducation.nj.gov 



 

VIII. State FFA Alumni and Supporters Report – Talia Priore 
 

IX. Food, Agriculture, and Natural Resources Education Advisory Council Report – Owen Donnelly 

X. New Jersey Agricultural Society Report – Ryan Jordan 

XI. Equine Advisory Board Report – Nicole Sickler 

XII. New Jersey Association of Agriculture Educators – Mr. Dale Cruzan 

XIII. Unfinished Business 
A. New Jersey Agricultural Convention (February 4-6) – Nicole Sickler 
B. Fuel Up Retreat (February 20-23) – Ryan Jordan 
C. Advocacy and Legislative Leadership Day (February 27) – Kailyn Emmett 
D. National FFA Week (February 22-29) – Talia Priore 
E. National Ag Day Event (March 23-24) – Jamie Specca 
F. Horticultural Exposition/Floral Design CDE (March 13-14) – Kailyn Emmett 
G. Winter (Online) CDEs (March 25) – Talia Priore 
H. Spring CDEs (April 23) – Kailyn Emmett 
I. Delegate Issues for State Convention – Jamie Specca 
J. Statewide Community Service Project – Talia Priore 
K. Chapter Visits – Ryan Jordan 
L. Team Goal Action Plan – Owen Donnelly 

 
XIV. New Business 

A. New Jersey Agriculture Society Gala (March 14) – Ryan Jordan 
B. Retiring Address Workshop (April 8) – Owen Donnelly 
C. State Applications Judging (April 9) – Nicole Sickler 
D. Agricultural Education Issues Discussion – Nicole Sicker 
E. Member of the Month – Owen Donnelly 
F. State Officer Mileage – Nicole Sickler 

 
XV. Closing Ceremonies 

 
Next State Meeting- April 6, 2020 

New Jersey Department of Agriculture, Auditorium 
4:00 p.m. 



New Jersey FFA Association 

Minutes from the February 3, 2020 Meeting 

 

I. Opening Ceremonies  

Jamie Specca called the meeting to order at 4:01 P.M. The voting members in attendance were 

Owen Donnelly, Kailyn Emmett, Nicole Sickler, Ryan Jordan and Mr. Dale Cruzan. State Staff 

in attendance were Ms. Kristianne Dowd and Ms. Debra McCluskey.  

 

II. Minutes from December State Meeting  

Motion by Kailyn Emmett to dispense with the reading of the meeting minutes and approve 

them as distributed.  

 Seconded by Talia Priore. Motion Passes.  

 

III. Treasurer’s Report  

Motion by Talia Priore to accept the treasurer’s report pending audit.  

 Motion passes pending audit.  
 

Ms. McCluskey brought attention to outstanding chapters from the 212 conference.   

 

IV. Guest Introduction and Attendance  

There were no guests in attendance. 

 

Owen Donnelly assumed the duties of the chair.  
 

V. Committee Assignments  

a. Constitutions, Bylaws, and Program of Activities  

No report.  
 

b. Membership & Chapter Relations  

No report. 
 

c. State Leadership Activities 

No report.  
 

d. State Applications  

No report.  
 

e. Career Development Evaluation & Review  

No report.  
 

f. Horticulture Exposition Evaluation & Review  

No report. 
 

g. State Convention Evaluation 

No report. The committee will be meeting next week to review possible keynote 

speakers. 
 

Jamia Specca resumes duties of the chair. 



VI. Parliamentary Procedure Report  

To rescind a motion it is to repeal, nullify, and invalidate a motion, contract or written direction. 

This require a second, needs to be debated, and can be amended. This could be used if future 

discussion leads to a change in a voted upon motion. 

 

VII. State FFA Foundation Report  

The Foundation met on January 14. Jeremy was able to create an account for the Foundation to 

start using Google Classroom and the group heard a presentation on the health of their 

investments.. The next meeting is on April 14th at 6 P.M. at the Department of Agriculture.  

 

VIII. State FFA Alumni & Supporters Association Report  

The next meeting will be February 12. 

 

IX. Food, Agriculture, & Natural Resources Education Advisory Council Report  

The next meeting will be at the Ag Convention on February 5. 

 

X. New Jersey Agriculture Society Report  

The New Jersey Agriculture Society is hosting their annual Gala on March 14 at Boathouse of 

Mercer Lake and the officers have been invited to assist with the event. The Farmers Against 

Hunger acquired 390,000 lbs of produce from gleanings at local farms. Learning Through 

Gardening reported on Crop Grants applications were completed.  

  

XI. Equine Advisory Board Report  

At the end of February, a Horse Expo will be hosted in Harrisburg, Rutgers published two books 

about veterinary care of equine, and the advisory board is looking to finalize turning over 

Meadowlands horse race track.  

 

XII. New Jersey Association for Agricultural Educators  

Teachers are getting ready for the New Jersey Agricultural Convention that is taking place in 

Atlantic City and had worked on preparing a resolution to be presented to the delegate body. 

 

XIII. Unfinished Business  

a. 212 Conference  

The 212 conference was facilitated by Thomas and Taylor who helped our members dive 

deeper into their different emotional, physical, mental and social aspects of their lives. 

Jamie and Owen participated in the Teach Ag! Conference and helped the facilitators, 

Renee Stillwell and Hannah Mann during this part of the overall conference. 

b. Holiday Party  

Officers celebrated the holidays together with Mrs. Noble, Mr. Noble, Ms. Dowd, Ms. 

McCluskey and Mr. Goodenough by swapping gifts and decorating ugly sweater cookies. 

 

c. International Leadership Seminar for State Officers 

Owen, Talia and Nicole all returned from their trip from Spain and Portugal. They were 

able to represent the New Jersey FFA Association make while making lasting friendships 

and memories as they traveled.  



d. Banquet Speech Workshop  

Officers, state staff, advisors, and parents all supported the officer team while they were 

delivering their banquet speeches. The officers received feedback from everyone in 

attendance and videos of themselves speaking to help them continue developing their 

speeches.  

 

e. State Officer Candidate School  

Officers hosted the State Officer Candidate School at the Stonebridge Middle School in 

Allentown, NJ where they helped members understand the dynamics of being a State 

Officer. Hannah Mann and Christine Albrecht helped members understand how to run for 

nominating committee and how they can make an impact by being a nominating 

committee member. Evaluations were included in the meeting folders. 

 

f. New Jersey Agricultural Convention  

On February 5, the officer team was invited to attend at the New Jersey Agricultural 

Convention in Atlantic City, NJ. There they were helped escort the  

4-H Youth Ambassadors and Jamie delivered and impactful speech on the importance of 

Agricultural Literacy. The team attended the Food, Agriculture, & Natural Resources 

Education Advisory Council meeting and Owen provided remarks on behalf of the 

organization. 

 

g. Fuel-Up Retreat  

On February 20, officer will head down to Little Egg Harbor Township where they will 

dive deeper into State Convention planning, finalize their retiring addresses and develop 

goals for the rest of their service year. 

 

h. Advocacy and Legislative Leadership Day  

ALLD will help encourage members to determine what they want to advocate for in 

agriculture, while hearing more about what our panelists advocate for.  

 

i.  National FFA Week 

Officers are traveling around to various chapters to help members celebrate National FFA 

Week. Owen Donnelly and Kailyn Emmett are attending the Jersey Fresh Cook-Off at 

Salem Tech and Nicole Sickler is going to Allentown for an Award Breakfast.  

 

j. Ceremony Practice Schedule  

Officers are continuing to practice award ceremonies in preparation of State Convention. 

Officers should know the Blue Jackets ceremony by the February Work Session. 

 

k. Chapter Visits  

Officers are currently 94% complete for all chapter visits.  

 

l. Team Goal Action Plan 

Currently, officers are on track with their goals. They are continuing to post about 

upcoming events and conferences, building on their teamwork and team relationships.  

 

 

 



XIV. New Business  

a. Selection of Honorary State Degree and Distinguished Service Recipients 

Submitted chapter nominations were read to the board. The state executive board 

submitted their list of Honorary State Degree and Distinguished Service Award 

nominations. 

Motion by Owen Donnelly to accept the selected chapter nominations as the 

recipients of the Honorary State Degree and Distinguished Service Award. 

 Seconded by Talia Priore. Motion passes. 

 

b. National Ag Day 

National Ag Day is on March 24. Jamie Specca will participate in the National 

Agriculture Day event in Washington, D.C. She will receive training on forming key 

messages and the meeting with U.S. Senators and Representatives. 

 

c. Horticulture Exposition/ Floral Design CDE  

Horticultural Exposition is March 13-14 with the Floral Design CDE held on March 13 at 

Mercer County Community College. Shifts will be scheduled so the expo is manned at all 

times throughout the two days. 

 

d. Statewide Community Service Project  

Officers are continuing to research various organizations to that can benefit from the 

Statewide community service project.    

 

e. Agriculture Education Issues  

The coronavirus is having a heavy impact on citizens’ health, but also the local 

agriculture. Farmers are currently struggling for any trade to occur for their produce 

within their own country along with the United States. This can impact their own lives 

with a loss profit.  

 

f. Member of the Month  

Motion by Owen Donnelly to select Alyssia Carotenuto from the Allentown FFA 

Chapter as the February Member of the Month. 

Seconded by Talia Priore. Motion passes. 

  Congratulations Alyssia! 

 

g. State Officer Mileage  

Reminder for all state officers to turn in their mileage reports to Ms. Dowd before 2 p.m. 

of the next month state meeting.  

 

XV. Closing Ceremonies  

The meeting was adjourned at 5:11 p.m. 

 

Respectively submitted by Kailyn Emmett, State Secretary 
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